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Abstract:

Structuralism emerged in the early twentieth century with the works of
Ferdinand de Saussure, who brought about a fundamental shift in the study of
language by conceiving it as a system of signs governed by internal relations
between the signifier and the signified. His ideas laid the theoretical foundation
for structuralism, which later expanded across various fields within the
humanities. Claude Lévi-Strauss extended this approach to anthropology,
seeking to uncover the mental structures that organize myths and social
relations, while Roland Barthes contributed to its consolidation in literary
criticism by analyzing texts as autonomous structures independent of their
authors. Jacques Lacan, in turn, reinterpreted psychoanalysis from a
structuralist perspective, and Louis Althusser introduced structuralism into
Marxist philosophy by emphasizing the primacy of social structures. In
contrast, Jean Piaget offered a scientific conception of structure as an organized
and transformable system. Thus, structuralism constitutes an epistemological
framework for analyzing the organization of knowledge, its relationship to
social and cultural structures, and its impact on understanding both the
individual and society.

Keywords: Structuralism, Contemporary Educational Thought, Jean Piaget,
Louis Althusser, Cognitive Structure, Constructivist Learning, Educational
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Jean Piaget, La naissance de I’intelligence chez I’enfant, Delachaux et Niestlé, 1936.
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! Gérard Vergnaud, La théorie des champs conceptuels (Paris: Presses Universitaires de
France, 1990), 145-146.

2 Jean Piaget, La psychologie de I’enfant, Presses Universitaires de France, 1966.

3 Philippe Meirieu, Apprendre... oui, mais comment? ESF, 1991.
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