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Abstract:

All official educational frameworks in Morocco underscore the
significance of cultivating critical thinking skills among learners, particularly
within the disciplines of social studies and history. Despite their recognized
importance, the development and reinforcement of these skills face
numerous challenges. Field research reveals that both educators and
students encounter pedagogical difficulties that impede the effective
integration of critical thinking into classroom practice. Key obstacles include
the limited presence of critical thinking content in textbooks and a
misalignment between instructional time and the pedagogical demands
required to foster such skills. Moreover, the assessment and evaluation of
critical thinking remain problematic due to the complexity and abstract
nature of these competencies. Given the pivotal role of critical thinking in
enhancing learners’ analytical capacities, this study sought to propose and
test a set of procedural strategies aimed at improving these skills among
middle school students—a stage deemed essential for foundational skill
acquisition prior to secondary education. However, the findings indicate that
the proposed strategies did not establish a comprehensive framework
capable of ensuring the effective development of core competencies,

particularly critical thinking in history instruction.

Keywords: education in Morocco, difficulties, critical sense, history lesson,

management, evaluation.
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— Roegiers, Xavier (2000). Une pédagogie de I’intégration: competences

et intégration des acquis dans I’enseignement. (AVEC LA COLLAB: de

Jean—Marie de ketele), Bruxelles. De Boeck Université, P 65.
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